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Proposed solution
UNH Cooperative Extension, in partnership with the NH Charitable Foundation, Annie E. Casey
Foundation, Children’s Alliance of NH, the Children’s Advocacy Network, Casey Family
Services, Internal Revenue Service and an extensive list of other partners, agencies and
organizations to conduct a statewide educational campaign to educate eligible families and
individuals on the EITC, resulting in their filing for, and receiving the Earned Income Tax Credit.

Steps in this campaign will include, but not be limited to:
- Information outreach for new filers
- Education for existing filers to decrease cost in filing
- Publications at appropriate literacy levels printed and distributed 
- Agency personnel trained for one-on-one recruitment of EITC eligible persons
- A media and agency networking campaign to inform all EITC eligible persons how to apply for
and receive the credit
- Education to increase financial capacity once EITC has been received
- Extensive networking with agencies that work with working poor to familiarize them with other
resources to help them achieve financial goals

How does your solution meet NH CAN’s criteria?

How many children are affected?
According to data from KIDS COUNT (2003) 39,000 NH households with children
received the EITC in 2000. According to IRS Master File Data, 37,708 NH families with
children claimed the EITC in tax year 2001.

What is the severity of the impact?
We can expect that increasing the number of eligible households who claim the EITC in
the 2003 tax season could add another $11 million into NH’s low-income communities.

What is NH CAN’s ability to create or influence change?
NH CAN is a powerful network of organizations that have access to and established trust
with thousands of low-income families and individuals throughout the state who are
eligible for the EITC. The network will be critical in getting the word out to these families
and individuals about the EITC and linking them to tax assistance to claim the EITC.

Data and facts that support the need for change and your solution
The average credit for households with children in NH was $1,776 in tax year 2000 (KIDS
COUNT, 2003).  According to IRS Master File Data, the average credit for families with children
in tax year 2001 (in NH) was $1,818.42.

The IRS Master File data indicates that 18,948 New Hampshire families claiming the EITC also
claimed the Child Tax Credit, but the data do not provide a dollar amount.  It is likely that most
families eligible for the EITC who don't claim it are also not claiming the Child Tax Credit and
losing the opportunity to add additional monies to their household income.
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