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Priorities for 
New Hampshire’s ChildrenAA ll of 

New 

Hampshire’s 

children should have 

the opportunities 

they need to grow 

and learn.

From health care, to quality education, to a 

thriving economy, promoting and preserving 

the well being of children is an essential part of 

maintaining New Hampshire’s quality of life. 

It is this quality of life that provides the 

true New Hampshire Advantage.

New Hampshire has made strategic investments to 
support healthy communities, an educated workforce, 
and a thriving economy, 
and these investments have 
paid off . We must continue 
to make smart choices so 
that the future of our state is 
one of opportunity, prosper-
ity and quality of life for all 
New Hampshire families.



Promoting opportunity and 
quality of life is the foundation 
of the New Hampshire Advan-

tage. Supporting access to health care, 
quality public education, and economic 
opportunity has enabled New Hampshire 
families and communities to thrive. 

Th e 2007 Priorities for New Hampshire’s Children refl ect 
the consensus of over 100 New Hampshire Child Ad-
vocacy Network (NH CAN) partners and advisors, and 
recommends policy and budget choices that will ensure 
our quality of life, and maintain the New Hampshire 
Advantage. 

Responsible government promotes opportunity for 
all residents, and a responsible state budget refl ects state 
investments in those opportunities. To maintain our high 
quality of life, we must support a state budget and policies 
that ensure opportunities for all children and families, 
including the most vulnerable. Th at is why a responsible 
state budget is the foundation of NH CAN’s 2007 Priori-
ties for New Hampshire’s Children. By creating a state 
budget that refl ects our commitment to opportunity and 
prosperity, New Hampshire CAN maintain and nurture 
the New Hampshire advantage. 

A ll of New Hampshire’s children 
should have the health care they 
need to grow and learn.

Healthy children do better in school and in life, and 
children’s health coverage makes the diff erence between a 
healthy child and one with unmet needs. In 2007, Con-
gress will reauthorize the State Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program (SCHIP). Federal reauthorization provides 
an opportunity to ensure that all children have access to 
aff ordable, quality health insurance coverage. New Hamp-
shire has made signifi cant gains in child health by invest-

ing in our state’s Medicaid and SCHIP programs, known 
as Healthy Kids. Th at is why protecting and advancing 
Medicaid and SCHIP is a top priority for 2007. Together 
we CAN do more, not less, for our children by preserving 
Medicaid and fully funding SCHIP. 

Good oral health is an essential part of overall health. 
Untreated childhood oral disease, including tooth decay, 
can lead to lifelong health problems such as respiratory 
and heart disease. Tooth decay aff ects fi ve times more 
children than asthma, and can lead to poor nutrition, 
school absences, and limits success now and later in life. 
Common sense solutions, such as routine dental examina-
tions, sealants, and fl uoride supplements can prevent tooth 
decay. By increasing the reimbursement for these routine 
dental procedures under the Medicaid program, more vul-
nerable children will have access to important preventa-
tive care. Th at is why supporting an increase for Medicaid 
dental procedures is a priority for 2007. Together, we CAN 
give our children a healthy start and a bright future. 

A ll of New Hampshire’s children 
should have the opportunity to 
live free of poverty.

 All parents want to adequately provide for their children; 
family assistance programs should help achieve that goal 
by fostering long-term self-suffi  ciency. Ten years of state 
and national evidence shows that state assistance works 
best when it focuses on positive, permanent self-suffi  -
ciency. New changes to state law focus instead on partici-
pation rates, which don’t indicate long-term success. We 
know what works: fl exible state programs that focus on 
the real obstacles to employment. Th at is why monitor-
ing the changes to the law and educating the public and 
policy makers about the roots of poverty is a top priority 
for 2007. Together, we CAN return the focus to positive, 
permanent change that allows families to attain self-suf-
fi ciency.

When parents work hard and play by the rules, they 



should be able to provide for their family’s basic needs. 
Th at is why fair wages are a family value: they contrib-
ute to strong, self-suffi  cient families and communities. 
Unfortunately, even working hard and playing by the rules 
is not benefi ting New Hampshire’s low income families; 
structural changes in the economy mean that many fami-
lies work hard at jobs that don’t allow them to move out 
of poverty. A higher minimum wage helps hard-working 
families make ends meet. States across the country have 
found that raising the minimum wage results in a decrease 
in unemployment, and businesses report less turnover, 
rising productivity, and increased profi ts. Th at is why 
raising the minimum wage is a priority for 2007. Together, 
we CAN support strong families, strong businesses, and a 
strong economy.

A ll of New Hampshire’s children  
should be prepared to join an 
educated workforce and thriving 

economy.
Because children begin learning as soon as they are born, 
a warm and stimulating environment is part of a strong 
foundation for their future learning. Quality childcare pro-
vides this foundation, and allows parents to support their 
families, knowing their children are well cared for. Today, 
many working families in NH cannot aff ord quality child-
care and still make ends meet. Fortunately, quality care 
can be a reality for working families through statewide 
initiatives that increase the accessibility of stimulating 
early care. Th at is why supporting working families’ access 
to quality childcare is a top priority for 2007. Together, 
we CAN lay a strong foundation for our children’s future 
learning. 

When we invest in quality public education, we invest 
in a prosperous future for our children and our state. Th is 
year, New Hampshire has a valuable opportunity to as-
sure that future by focusing on the quality of 
education in public schools today. Th at is why 
constitutionally defi ned adequacy is a prior-
ity for 2007. Together, we CAN protect all 
children’s right to a quality public education, 
and fi nd compromise on a credible defi nition 
of adequacy. 

When every child has the opportunity to 
reach their full potential, we all benefi t. Un-
fortunately, not all students receive the sup-
ports and services they need to succeed. New 
Hampshire students with disabilities consis-
tently experience poor educational outcomes. 
Nearly 30 percent of ninth graders with 

disabilities will not graduate from high school. In order to 
combat this trend, we must address the severe and chronic 
shortage of special education teachers and personnel. Th at 
is why supporting the creation of an Executive Com-
mission to address these shortages is a priority for 2007. 
Together, we CAN ensure that all children in NH receive a 
high quality education. 

A ll of New Hampshire’s children 
should live in homes that support 
their best interests.

State laws should make it easier for parents to focus on 
their children’s best interests, especially in contested family 
matters. Some bills propose a “one size fi ts all” approach 
to child support guidelines that don’t acknowledge the 
variety of NH families, and would shift  the focus from the 
best interests of the children to the desires of the parent. 
Protecting the “best interests of the child standard” will 
help families keep the focus where it belongs: on the chil-
dren. Th at is why fl exible child support guidelines which 
focus on the children is a top priority for 2007. Together, 
we CAN help parents do what’s best for their children, and 
maintain our focus on the best interests of the child.

Every home should be a safe place. But the remains of 
banned lead paint make many NH homes a dangerous 
place for children. Lead-exposed children are more likely 
to drop out of school, to require special education, and 
to get into trouble with the law- and the 
current lead laws don’t go into eff ect until 
aft er children have been poisoned. For-
tunately, supporting policies that prevent 
child lead poisoning can solve the lead 
crisis. Th at is why lead poisoning preven-
tion is a priority for 2007. Together, we 
CAN safeguard our children’s future with 
lead-free homes. 
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