
2002008    

Priorities for
New Hampshire’s

Childrenhildren
N ew Hampshire values 

community, and children 

and families are the 

foundation of our communities. 

Ensuring the opportunity for 

our children to thrive — from 

quality public education to stable 

housing for every family — is 

a commitment to community 

values. New Hampshire depends 

on it. 

The 2008 Priorities for New Hampshire’s Children refl ect the consensus 
of nearly 100 New Hampshire Child Advocacy Network (NH CAN) partners 
and advisors. The Priorities recommendations are an effort to ensure that our 
children, our communities, and our state, have the opportunity to thrive. 



ProtecProtecting vulnerableting vulnerable youthyouth
 IS A COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY VALUES
Few people believe 17-year-olds are ready to shoulder the responsibilities of adulthood. 
Still, these young people are placed in the adult corrections system, instead of keeping the focus on 
rehabilitation. Outside of the juvenile system, they are denied the services and supports that enable them 
to be productive citizens, and they experience recidivism, homelessness, and suicide at much higher levels 
than adults within the system. Th at is why protecting our community and our youth by returning 17 
year olds to the juvenile justice system is a top priority for 2008. Together, we CAN ensure better 
outcomes for our at-risk youth. 

We have a duty to keep children in our foster care system safe and healthy. Research has proven 
that there is no safe level of cigarette smoke for children, and the devastating eff ects of secondhand smoke 

on foster children burden children, families, and on taxpayers through 
the healthcare system. Th at is why safeguarding foster children by 
protecting the air they breathe is a priority for 2008. Together, we 
CAN educate families about this health issue, and protect foster 
children in the state’s care. 

Every child deserves a loving, stable family as they enter 
adulthood. Yet despite our best eff orts, youth aging out of the foster 
care system face enormous obstacles, and are oft en left  to make their 
way in life without adult guidance and support. Th ese young adults 
oft en face poverty, homelessness, and other barriers at much higher 
rates than their peers. Th at is why providing a solid road to adult 
independence for foster care youth is a priority for 2008. Together, 
we CAN ensure that foster children don’t face adulthood alone. 

QualityQuality publicublic 
educationeducation
 IS A COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY VALUES

Investment in quality public education is an investment in a 
prosperous future for our children and our state. Th e state legislature 
has a duty to support quality education by determining the cost of an 
adequate education, and this year they will continue that work before 
moving forward with funding and ensuring its delivery. Th at is why 
supporting a credible, sustainable cost for an adequate education is a 
top priority for 2008.  Together, we CAN protect all children’s right to a 
quality public education.



Suppor ting working Suppor ting working 
familiesfamilies
 IS A COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY VALUES
New Hampshire consumers and hard-working families deserve access 
to responsible credit and lending. Yet many short-term personal loans, 
marketed as emergency cash advances, have interest rates that drive fi nancially 
distressed borrowers deeper into crisis. Th at is why supporting working 
families with fair interest rates on small loans is a top priority for 2008. 
Together, we CAN reverse the ‘debt trap,’ and support working families 
with responsible lending practices. 

Children without consistent, stable housing are less likely to grow up healthy, well educated, 
and prepared for future success. Today’s public assistance grant for our most vulnerable families is not 
enough to cover the basic needs of life while keeping a roof overhead. Many families are unable to provide 
a home while they seek job training and childcare. Th at is why ensuring a home for every child through 
rental supports for vulnerable families is a priority for 2008. Together, we CAN prevent homeless 
children while parents work toward self-suffi  ciency. 

Raising healthyRaising healthy 
childrenchildren
 IS A COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY VALUES

Active, healthy children grow up to be productive, healthy adults. Yet 
one in three children in New Hampshire are overweight or obese, putting them in 
danger of chronic disease, such as diabetes and depression, who’s risks increase as 
a child grows older. Th at is why promoting child health with physical activity 
and healthy eating is a top priority for 2008. Together, we CAN curb the risks of 
child obesity with community solutions for a healthy life. 

We all want to protect our children from alcohol abuse and addiction. 
Alcohol abuse is the number one youth drug problem in New Hampshire, and 
the related crime, high-risk sex, traffi  c accidents, and other consequences are 
staggering. Flavored malt beverages, alcoholic products which have a sweet, 
fruity taste and are marketed to adolescents, particularly girls, increase the risk of abuse and 
addiction for our teens. Th at is why raising healthy kids, not the alcohol content of fl avored 
alcoholic beverages, is a priority for 2008. Together, we CAN protect our youth from the 
destructive eff ects of underage alcohol abuse. 
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Association
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NH CAN is a project of the Children’s 
Alliance of New Hampshire


