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Issue Overview

The future of New Hampshire depends on our ability to foster the health and well-being of the next
generation. When we invest wisely in children and families, the next generation will pay that back
through a lifetime of contributions as workers and citizens. Part of this investment in our children is
ensuring that parents can find and afford quality child care. Unfortunately, recent changes in child care
prevented parents from finding or being able to afford quality child care.

New Hampshire has a tradition of finding pragmatic, common sense solutions. We can and must create
child care policy in the New Hampshire spirit now, more than ever. The young children being affected
today only grow up once; their development isn’t going to wait for the recession to be over.

The changes that have hampered the child care system have only been in place for about a year.
Outlined below is a list of these changes. We urge our state and federal leaders to do what's best for
the future of New Hampshire by restoring policies that facilitate the state’s workforce and economic
development efforts.

1. The level of state child care assistance paid for every child on subsidy, over 7,700 children, was
substantially decreased in March 2010 just as many more families qualified for assistance. For
many working families, it was this small bit of state help that kept them ahead.

2. A year ago, in October, the first-ever waiting list for child care assistance was established and,
today, numbers over 2,600 children. As a result, no New Hampshire baby born after September
2009 can receive state child care assistance unless their family receives welfare or is opened
for child abuse and neglect services.

3. Longstanding critical program quality and family supports for child care and Head Start
programs were suspended, reducing these programs’ ability to serve eligible families during this
economic downturn.
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New Hampshire Alliance of New Hampshire, is a statewide, nonpartisan coalition of 100 partners and
CAN advisors working to improve the well-being of New Hampshire’s children.
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Proposed Solution

For this reason, we propose returning the changed policies back to where they were at the start of New
Hampshire’s last fiscal year which began in July 2009 to bolster our state’s current prosperity and
secure our future.

1. Return needed child care assistance to the February 2010 realistic level so working families can
work;

2. Eliminate the newly-established waiting list for child care assistance; and

3. Restore the Strengthening Families, Licensed Plus and Accredited programs stipends to
increase access for New Hampshire’'s working families to safe and reliable programs of good
quality.

Call to Action

NH CAN Partners need to educate state leaders about the importance of access to good quality child
care programs and to demonstrate the broad support these measures have. Partners will be asked to
contact local legislators, to testify or to mobilize parents, early childhood educators and other
concerned community members to take action.

Find out More

Early Learning New Hampshire (ELNH) is the NH CAN partner for this Priority. ELNH is a non-profit
organization committed to ensuring that all New Hampshire children have the opportunity to reach their
full potential by expanding access to affordable quality child care and early education, supporting the
child care industry, building public-private partnerships, and helping families balance work and family.
For more information regarding this 2011 NH CAN Priority contact Katie Brissette at
kbrissette @earlylearningnh.org or Jackie Cowell at jcowell@earlylearningnh.org.

Children’s Alliance of New Hampshire - Download copies of the complete Priorities for New
Hampshire’s Children, additional fact sheets, and information about the New Hampshire Child
Advocacy Network (NH CAN) at the Children’s Alliance website, www.childrennh.org. You can also
track the progress of all the Priorities-related bills.
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